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Dear Parallel Travelers, 
 

We are excited for our Italy Adventure.  SCC is happy to offer you the option to Parallel Travel with us in South Africa. 

Please be aware that as SCC staff, our first priority is to manage the tour for your chorister.  

The all inclusive cost of this tour for Parallel Travel is $4550.00 per traveler.  There is an additional cost of $600 for a 

single room. (excludes one meal per day while on tour.)  A 10% non refundable deposit of $455 will be accepted at time 

of your registration.  Payment plans are not available for parallel travelers.  The balance of $4095.00 or $4695.00 (single 

room) will be due on May 1st, 2018.  Check or credit card (3% credit card fee) payments will be accepted.  

We are still in the process of exploring options for our parallel tour participants. We will pass our itinerary onto you as 

quickly as we get information.  

 
Guidelines for Parent Parallel Travelers  

The following is to outline what to expect for parents who may be planning a “parallel” trip during the 

time their chorister is on tour.  The guidelines below have been developed over the past several years 

and are based on the experience of our chorus as well as what other organizations have found to be 

helpful. They are strictly for the purpose of protecting each chorister’s enjoyment, safety, and personal 

growth while on tour. 

Although our children love us, often a trip like this offers opportunities to “try their own wings,” to 

develop friendships and focus on who they are as individuals and as part of a larger group.  You have 

placed us (chaperones and staff) in charge of providing a safe environment and structure for that 

process. As parallel travelers it is your responsibility to allow us to provide that environment. 

While it may be an enjoyable experience for parents (and family) to parallel our Chorus’ tour, it is very 

important for a parent to remember that the chaperones have been placed in charge with your prior 

permission.  Nothing should be done by a visiting parent to diminish the chaperones’ primary job of 

caring for the health and safety of our choristers and their enjoyment of the tour experience.  The 

chorister’s focus must remain upon the group’s activities and not upon watching for mom and dad. 

Our intent is to keep our choristers focused on the tour and what they are experiencing musically, 

culturally and interpersonally.  We must mutually agree to keep the chorister’s wellbeing and growth 

uppermost in our minds and our plans.  This may mean abandoning your plans if you feel you cannot 

abide by the guidelines which follow. 

1. Plan to see your chorister as little as possible other than in concert and after a concert.  Make 
your visit brief, uplifting and focused upon what he/she is doing on tour. 



2. If you wish to share some time with your chorister, we recommend you join the Chorus for 
dinner one evening.  Do not expect to take your chorister from the group.  If you wish to share special, 
intimate times with your chorister it is recommended that you arrange to have your chorister stay on 
with you after the rest of the choir returns home.  If you desire the latter, please contact the office 
immediately to make sure arrangements have been made for a deviation from the scheduled trip. 
3. Parents are not to be considered part of the tour entourage in any way.  Your sightseeing and 
itinerary will be staggered from the choirs sightseeing and itinerary.  
4. Parents will be booked into hotels with our Chorus WHEN POSSIBLE. We do not guarantee that 
parents and choristers will be staying in the same hotels. 
5. Parents will be provided with transportation, tickets, and entrance fees through the Seattle 
Children’s Chorus tour arrangements. 

 
The chaperones have been appointed as surrogate parents for the duration of the tour.  As the parent of 

a chorister who will experience a once in a lifetime trip like this, we hope you understand and respect 

our guidelines.  Your chorister will be carefully watched over and nurtured by these chaperones.  We 

plan to provide you with opportunities to become acquainted with your chorister’s chaperone in 

advance of the tour. 

Parallel traveling with SCC is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy guided travel and amazing music making. 

Our tours are professional and always very well put together. The opportunity to travel like this in South 

Africa is one of a kind. We look forward to positive cooperation as we plan the most beneficial tour 

possible for your chorister! 

 
 
If you wish SCC to make parallel travel arrangements as per the information above, please complete the 
registration form on the following page and return to the SCC office by February 28th with your deposit.  
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Leanna Kraakmo 
SCC 2018 South Africa Tour Manager 
 
 
 


